Patients with metastatic renal cell carcinoma with long-term disease-free survival after treatment with sunitinib and resection of residual metastases.
A complete response (CR) to therapy in patients with metastatic renal cell carcinoma (RCC) is rare but has been achieved in a minority of patients using high-dose interleukin-2. Surgical CR after partial response to immunotherapy in metastatic RCC has been anecdotally reported, although the low overall response rate to cytokines precludes this procedure in the majority of patients. Sunitinib is an oral, multitargeted receptor tyrosine kinase inhibitor with antiangiogenic and antitumor activity. Clinical efficacy has been demonstrated, with high objective response rates observed in a variety of solid tumor types, including RCC. Herein, we report 2 cases of patients with cytokine-refractory metastatic RCC who received sunitinib and achieved sufficient decrease in tumor burden to permit subsequent surgical resection, resulting in long-term CR.